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AT a General Meeting of the Edinburgh Miſſionary Society, 


ResoLveD, 


THAT the Thanks of this Society be given to the Rev. Dr Hunter 
for his excellent ſermon, preached this day at their defire ; and that he be 
requeſted to allow the ſame to be printed for the benefit of the Society. 
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CHRIST DRAWING ALL MEN -UNTO HIM : 


8 Jon XB. 32. 


"THESE words ere part of a diſcourſe addreſ- 
{ed by our Eord to ſome Greek proſelytes, 
who had come to celebrate the paſſover at Je- 
ruſalem. Amongſt other important ſubjects on 
which he converſed on this occafion, were his 
own ſufferings and death. He not only fore- 
tald their approach, but pointed out the bene- 
| A |  ficial 
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ficial effects which were to reſult from them. 
« The hbur is come that the Son of man ſhould 
de glorified. Verily, verlly, I ſay unto you, ex- 
cept a corn of wheat fall into the ground, and 
die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit. Now is the judgment of this 
world: now ſhall the prince of this world be 
caſt out.” By the death of Jeſus, agreeably to 
ancient prophecy, the head of the ſerpent was 
to be bruiſed. Contrary to the expectations of 
worldly men, the moſt important benefits were 
to flow from this event. The empire of Satan 
was gradually to be deſtroyed, and a kingdom 
of truth and righteouſneſs was to be eſtabliſhed. 
For our Lord adds in the words of my text, 
And 1, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me.” By being lifted-up, 
we are informed, v. 33. is meant the being lift- 
ed upon the croſs, the kind of death which he 
had foretold he was to fuffer. This he ſaid; 
ſignifying what death he ſhould die. As Mo- 
ſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even 
ſo muſt the Son of man be lifted up.“ Jeſus 
forewarned bis diſciples that he was to be deli - 
vered into / the hands of the Jews, and to be oru- 
ated; and the third day to riſe again. Cruci- 
re fixion, 


131 
fixion, beſides being a very painful and lingering 
death, was deemed both by the Jews and Hea- 
thens peculiarly infamous. An indehbie ſtig- 
ma was affixed to eriminals, wio were fubject- 


ed to this puniſſiment! The Jewiff law had 


faid, that „ he who is Hanged, is acturſed of 
God,” Deut. xxi. 23. 80 diſgraceful was oru- 
eifixion reckoned by the Romans, tlrat no citi- 
ren of Rome; however mean his condition or 
atrocious his crimes were, could be adjudged to 
this puniſhmenit. ' Vet the Son of God was to 
ſuffer it. Thie indignity, as well as pain he was 
to ſuſtain, wus to be of the moſt humiliating and 
ſevere kind. He was to be the reproach,“ or 
the ubject of the reproach *of men, and deſpiſed 
of the people.“ No puniſhment could afford 
ſach triumph to bis enemies; and accordingly 
we find them expreſling it in the moſt wanton 


and cruel manner, at the time our Lord was 


ſtretched upon the croſs. - He "ſaved" others; 


himſelf he cannot ſave; If he be the Son of 
God, let him now come down from the eroſs: 
and we will believe him.” The prejudiced minds 


of the Jews ſtrongly revolted againſt the idea, 


that their Meſſiah ſhould be à perſon who was 


W that he whom they expected to be an 
1054 illuſtrious 
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1 
illuſtrious prince and conqueror, ſhould be treat- 
ed as the vileſt malefactor. Nothing could ap- 
pear more ridiculous to the Greeks and Romans, 
than that a man who had ſuffered the moſt dil. 
graceful death ſhould be the Saviour of man- 
kind. However adverſe the ſentiments of Jews 
and Heathens were as to moſt things, they agreed 
as to this matter. The croſs of Chriſt was to 
the Jews a ſtumbling- block, and to the Greeks 
fooliſhnefs.” In oppoſition to theſe ſtrong and 
united prejudices, the author of our religion fore · 
told that he was to ſuffer the death of the croſs, 
and that his death was to be productive of the 
higheſt bleſſings to the human race. And I, 

if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me.” Moſt attractive and univerſal 
Mall be the influence of · my croſs. By juſt 
views of it, countleſs multitudes ſhall be per- 
ſuaded to forſake the ſervice of Satan and of ſin, 
2nd to liſt themſelves under my banners. They 
ſhall become willing to renounce every worldly 
enjoyment for my fake, and to follow me through 
good and bad report. My goſpel ſhall triumph 
over all oppeſition; and ſhall he the power of 
God unto falvation to every one that believeth, 
to the Jew firſt and alſo to the Greek.“ 


But 
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all men unto him, he did not mean that there 


would be a univerſal converſion of mankind to 
the belief and obedience of a crucified Meſſiah, 
No; he had a clear foreſight of the infidelity 
of the great body of the Jewiſh nation, and of 
the unbelief and wickedneſs of many in every 
country where the goſpel ſhould be preached. 
and denounced awful judgments againſt them. 
In the parables of the ſower and the tares, and 
in many other diſcourſes, he repreſents the vi- 
fible church as compoſed of many falſe as well 
a ſincere profeſſors, and points out multi- 
tudes as periſhing under the beſt means of in- 
ſtruction and grace. But by all men is meant 
here, and in various other paſſages-of ſacred. 
writ; men of all deſeriptions, both Jews and 
Heathens, or men of all countries, and who 
have lived under different forms of religion and 
government. The diſtinction between the cir- 
eumciſed and uncircumciſed. was to be aboliſn- 
ed. To both the goſpel was to be preached, 
and the hap py fruits of the Redeemer's death 
were to be communicated with equal freedom. 
Not only the pious Jew, who waited for the con- 
folation of Iſrael, but multitudes that were 

Sf ſunk 
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ſunk in every kind of vice, were to be raiſed 
to ſpiritual life and happineſs by the great 
Captain of falvation, who was made perfect 
through ſuffering. When I am lifted up from 
the earth, I will draw all men unto me.“ Ho 
important and joyful, my brethren, is the infor- 


mation; how worthy of our moſt ſerious atten- 


tion, when aſſembled to cheriſi in our own 
breaſts, and thoſe of our friends and neigh- 
bours around us, a becoming zeal for the ſpread 
of the everlaſting goſpel. | It ſhall be my endea- 
vour to illuſtrate this aſſertion of our Lord as ta 
the happy effects reſulting from his crucifixion; 
and then to ſuggeſt an improvement of the 
ſubject. O that each of us. may experience the 
truth of our Lord's declaration, by the raiſing 
of our hearts to our once crucified, but now ex- 
alted Redeemer, SUDO 90-03 (8% DOLL 
| 1 #4 | 1433 2.4 1) CALL Mir $43J%zL Dy 
1. Chriſt was to draw all men unto him, as his 
goſpel was to be preached, and its divine autho- 
rity acknowledged, in the fulneſs af time, in eve- 
ry part of the world. It was intended that the 
religion of Jeſus ſhould be of univerſal extent. 
It was not to be confined to a ſmall diſtrict of 
country, as the Moſaic œconomy and the 
other 


EPA 
other revelations in the Old Teftament had 
been; but it was calculated for the general in- 
ſtruction and benefit of mankind. The doc- 
trines which it promulgated, were of equal 
importance to men in all countries - its rites 
were few, fimple, and adapted to the religious 
improvement of all men; and its laws were of 
univerſal and permanent obligation. In no 
ſituation could their authority be ſuperſeded, 


or men be exempted from heinous guilt, if 


they neglected or diſobeyed them. No circum- 
ſtance in ancient prophecy as to the Meſſiah's 
reign, was more ſtriking and important than 
the univerſality of its extent. It was clearly 
foretold that God was to give his Son the Hea- 
then for an inheritance, and the uttermoſt 
parts of the earth for a poſſeſſion; that his do- 
minion was to be from ſea to ſea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth. They that 
dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow before him, 


and his enemies ſhall lick the duſt. The kings 


of Tarſhiſh and of the iſles ſhall bring preſents; 
the kings of Sheba and Seba ſhall offer gifts. 


Vea, all the kings ſhall fall down before him; 
all nations ſhall ſerve him. There is given him 


dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
. people, 
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tion, when aſſembled to cheriſn in our own 
breaſts, and thoſe of our friends and neigh- 
bours around us, a becoming zeal for the ſpread 
of the everlaſting goſpel. - It ſhall be my endea. 
vour to illuſtrate this aſſertion of our Lord as ta 
the happy effects reſulting from his crucifixion, 
and then to ſuggeſt an improvement of the 
ſubject. O that each of us. may experience the 
truth of our Lord's declaration; by the raiſing 
of our hearts to our once crucified, but now ex- 
alted Redeemer, al 1071 90 0) % lidl 
. Chriſt was to draw all men unto him, as hig 
goſpel was to be preached, and its divine autho- 
rity acknowledged, in the fulneſs af time, in eve. 
ry part of the world. It was intended that the 
religion of Jeſus ſhould be of univerſal extent. 
It was not to be confined to a ſmall diſtrict of 
country, as the Moſaic: œconomy and the 
| other 


1 
other revelations in the Old Teſtament had 
been; but it was calculated for the general in- 
ſtruction and benefit of mankind. The doc- 
trines which it promulgated, were of equal 
importance to men in all countries; its rites 
were few, ſimple, and adapted to the religious 
improvement of all men; and its laws were of 
univerſal and permanent obligation. In no 
ſituation could their authority be ſuperſeded, 


or men be exempted from heinous guilt, if 


they neglected or diſobeyed them. No circum- 
ſtance in ancient prophecy as to the Meſſiab's 
reign, was more ſtriking and important than 
the univerſality of its extent. It was clearly 
foretold that God was to give his Son the Hea- 
then for an inheritance, and the uttermoſt 
parts of the earth for a poſſeſſion; that his do- 
minion was to be from ſea to ſea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth. They that 
dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow before him, 


and his enemies ſhall lick the duſt. The kings 


of Tarſhiſh and of the iſles ſhall bring preſents; 
the kings of ' Sheba and Sebk ſhall” offer gifts. 


Yea, all the kings ſhall fall down before him; 
all nations ſhall ſerve him. There is given him 


dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
50111 | people, 
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people, nations and languages ſhould ferve 
him. His dominioh is an everlaſting dominion, 
which fhall not paſs away, and his kingdom 
that which ſhal! not be deſtroyed. His name 
ſhall endure for ever; his name ſhall be conti- 
nued as long as the fun; and men ſhall be 
bleſſed in him, all nations ſhall call him bleſ- 
ſed. He ſhall be a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, as well as the glory of God's people I.. 
rael. The Meſſiah is introduced as ſaying; 
„Look unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and 
be ſaved.“ The approach of his nativity was 
announced in terms that denoted rhe vaſt ex- 
tent of his falvation- and kingdom. His 
name ſhall. be called Jeſus; for he ſhall ſave 
his people fram their fins. Glory to God in 
the higheſt ; on earth peace, good-will towards 
men.“ In conformity to theſe predictions, our 
Lord's mediation and kingdom were adapted 
to the general benefit of - mankind. He ap- 
pointed his goſpel to be preached to every 
creature, and gave a commiſſion to his apoſtles, 
to go and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father. and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Though they were to 
preach it firſt, to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 

Lirael, 
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Hrael, they were afterwards to communicate 
the glad tidings of ſalvation through a cruci- 
fied Redeemer to the moſt remote parts of the 
earth. The apoſtles indeed appear to have been 
tinctured for ſome time, with the prevailing 
prejudices of their countrymen againſt a ſuffer- 
ing Meſſiah, -a' ſpiritual kingdom, and the ad- 
miſſion of the Gentiles into the Chriſtian church. 
But-they were gradually taught-more fully the 
extent of their commiſſion, and of God's pur- 
poſes of * mercy to mankind. - They ſoon per- 
ceived that it was the will and prerogative of 
Chriſt; to draw men of all- deſcriptions into the 
net of the goſpel. Ey the deſcent of the Spi- 
rit on the day of Pentecoſt upon worſhippers of 
various nations; and by the viſion as to Corne- 
lins; and the ſubſequent converſion of him and 
his family, they learned to call nothing unclean, 
and were excited to preach the goſpel in all pla- 
ces, and to hearersof every denomination. Their 
travels as miſſionaries were moſt extenſive; their 
labours, which were carried on with unwearied 
zeaF and aſſiduity were alſo attended with aſto- 
niſhing fucceſs. From the hiſtory of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles it appears, that in a very ſhort 
period after the aſcenſion of Chriſt, a vaſt num- 
5 B | ber 
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ber of heathens, as well as of Jews, were con- 
verted to the faith of the goſpel. Notwith- 
ſtanding fierce perſecutions, the word of God 
had free courſe, and was glorified. St Paul was 
called in particular the Apoſtte of the Gentiles; 
his labours were equally remarkable for the ex- 
tenſive circuit through which he travelled in 
the diſcharge of his apoſtolical office, and his 
vaſt ſucceſs. Wherever he'went he preached 
Chrift crucified, as the wiſdom and the power 
of God. To me, {ſays he), who am leſs than 
the leaſt of all ſaints is this grace given, that I 
ſhould preach among the Gentiles the unſearch< 
able "riches of Chriſt““ He ſpeaks of it as a 
high honour conferred on him, that he was em- 


ployed to be a * miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt to the 


Gentiles, miniftering the goſpel of God; that 
the offering up of the Gentiles might be accep- 
table, being ſanftified by the Holy Ghoſt. I 
will not dare to ſpeak of 'thoſe things which 
Chriſt has not wrought by me to make the Gen- 
tiles obedient by word and deed. Through 
mighty ſigns and wonders, by the power of the 
Spirit of God; ſo that from Jeruſalem, and 
round about unto Hlyricum, I have fully preach- 
ed the goipel of Chriſt. Lea, ſo have I ſtrived 

| to 
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to preach the goſpel, not where Chriſt was na- 
med, left I ſhould build upon another man's 
foundation. But as it is written, To whom he 
was not ſpoken of, they ſhall ſee; and they 
that have not heard. ſhall underſtand *.” |, 
In leſi than three centuries from the firſt 
publication of Chriſtianity by the apoſtles, the 
ſtandard of the goſpel was erected in almoſt eve- 
ry country of the then known world. At Rome, 
which may be ſaid to have been then the capi- 
tal of the world, the faith of Jeſus was public- 
ly profeſſed, and became the eſtabliſhed. reli- 
gion of that moſt extenſive empire. The phi- 
loſophers and rulers of the nations, as well as 
thoſe in the lower ranks of ſociety, bowed to 
the ſeeptre of Him; who had been crucified, be- 
tween two thieves. The goſpel penetrated. in- 
to Gaul, Spain, Britain, and other regions, that 
were remote from the place of its firſt promul- 
gation. It ſpread with aſtoniſhing ſpeed through 
very many populous countries in Europe, Aſia, 
and Africa. Though doubtleſs there was a 
great mixture of merely nominal Chriſtians in 
theſe early planted churches, yet there is the 
beſt reaſon to believe that very many became 
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wiſe unto ſalvation. The hiſtory of the propa« 
gation of the goſpel in the firſt ages affords a 
ſtrong and unanſwerable proof of the truth of 
our religion, and particularly of our Lord's pre- 
diction in the view of his death: And I, if I 
de lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me.” It would lead me into too long a. 
diſcuſſion, ſhould J illuſtrate fully the force of 
the argument for the Chriſtian faith from its 
rapid progreſs and ſucceſs. This you will find 
illuſtrated with great ability by Dr Campbell, 
in his ſermon before the Society in Scotland for 
propagating Chriſtian knowledge, and by other 


writers on the evidences of Chriſtianity. Suf- 


Fer me, however; to obſerve, that the ſucceſs ef 
the goſpel: was owing to cauſes very different 
from thoſe which produced the extenſive ſpread 
ob the religion of Mahomet. The latter was ef- 
feted by fire and ſword, by all the violence of 
war and blood ſhed; but the former was produ- 
ced by argument, by the diſplay of the doctrines 
of Chriſt, and the clear evidences of their di- 
vine authority and excellence. Whilſt the one, 
by methods of terror, forced an outward ſub- 
miſſion, the other, by arguments addreſſed to the 
underſtandings and conſciences of men, procu- 


red 
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red a cordial aſſent and approbation. The ſyſ- 
tem of Mahomet was grafted upon the preju- 
dices, and accommodated to many of the yicious 
paſſions of men; but the religion of ' Jeſus was 
. adverſe to the prejudices of mankind, and in- 
culcated the ſtricteſt ſelf . denial and purity of 
manners. The Koran was formed and propa- 
gated by perſons of rank and influence; but the 
Goſpel was ſpread by the miniſtry of a few fiſh- 
ermen and others who had no rank, no opulence, 
no learning, no political influence to promote its 
lucceſs. The means by which the religions of 
Jeſus and of Mahomet were eſtabliſhed are fo 
oppulite, that the argument from the ſucceſs of 
the Goſpel is not affected by the ſpread of Ma- 
hometaniſm. I admit, that the diffuſion of the 
Chriſtian - faith was far from being ſo rapid in 
later ages, as on its firſt-publication. Without 
pretending to aſſign all the reaſons for this part of 
the Divine adminiſtration, I may venture to ſay, 
that its ſucceſs has been much retarded by the 
corruptions that have been mixed with it through 
the folly and perverſeneſs of men, and by a de- 
cline in the zeal, purity and diligence of its 
teachers. By nothing has its beauty been more 
disfigured, and probably its ſpread more marred, 

| than 
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than by the groſs errors and fuperſtitions of the 


Church of Rome. But as theſe corruptions 
were delineated with the moſt exact precifion 
by the prophetical pens of the apoſtles, they af. 
ford to reflecting minds an additional conſirma- 
tion of the truth of Chriſtianity; and at a fu- 
ture period this evidence ſhall be much ſtrength- 
ened by the deſtruction of Antichriſt, and by 
the termination of every corrupt ſyſtem of reli- 
gion, in conformity to the predictions of Scrip< 
ture. We are authoriſed by ſacred writ to ex- 
pect a time, when Chriſt ſhall draw all men un. 
to him in a much more extenſi ve degree than 
he has hitherto done * The kingdoms of this | 
world ſhall become the kingdom of our God and 
of his Chriſt. The Gentiles ſhall come to the 
Mc/tah's light, and kings to the brightneſs of 
his riſing. The iſles ſhall wait for his law. He 
mall bring his ſons from afar, and his daughters 
from the ends of the earth. The forces of the 
Gentiles ſhall come unto him, and all fleſi ſhall 
fee the ſalvation of our God. There ſhall: be 
nothing to hurt or to affend in God's holy moun- 
tain. - A pure incenſe ſhall be offered from the 
rifing to the ſetting ſun. As there is. but one 
Shepherd, ſa there ſhall be but one ſheepfold.” 
b That 
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That theſe, and fimilar predictions, ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed, is to a Chriſtian beyond all perad- 
venture; for that God, who has promiſed it, 
has all nature under his controul, and can ea- 
ſily accompliſh all his pleaſure. He is a faith- 
ful God, who cannot fail to fulfil his promiſes. 
He is not a man that he ſhould lie, nor the ſon 
of man that he ſhould repent. His counſel 
ſtandeth fure, and the thoughts of his heart to 
all generations. Though it would be pre- 
ſumptubus in us to ſpeak poſitively as to the 
times and ſeaſons of theſe events, which the Fa- 
ther has put in his own power; yet, from va- 
rious fuggeſtions in Scripture, we have reaſon to 
think, that their completion is not at a very re- 
mote diſtance. The preſent times are uncom- 
monly eventful. That God can carry on the 
enlargement of his Son's kingdom, even amidſt 
the revolutions of empires and the calamities of 
war, there can be no doubt. Divine providence 
frequently brings good out of evil, and overrules 
even the criminal actions of men for effecting 
the moſt beneficent purpoſes under his admini- 
ſtration. God's ways are not as our ways, nor 
his thoughts as our thoughts.“ It is a circum» 
ſtance highly deſerving of notice, that for theſe 

} two 
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two or three years paſt, while our own kingdom, 
and moſt of the nations of Europe, have been 
involved in a very tedious, expenſive and deſo- 
lating war, the attention of very many of the 
friends of the Chriſtian religion has been excited 
to conſider the melancholy caſe of the Heathen 
world, and to ſend a confiderable number of 
pious and zealous miſſionaries to propagate the 
Chriftian faith among the inhabitants of thoſe 
infidel countries with which we are connected, 
or to which we are likely to'obtain an eaſy ac- 
ceſs. The zeal and induſtry, which many have 
diſplayed in forming and conducting the plans 
of miffions; the alacrity, with which many wor- 
thy individuals have offered their ſervices for 
carrying into effect theſe uſeful plans; the un- 
commonly large benefactions, which have been 
obtained, even in a time of war and of ſcarci- 
ty, for executing this expenſive undertaking : 
'Theſe are exertions which have not been paral- 
leled in any former period in the hiſtory of this 
country; and which I truſt are excited by the 
great Head of the church, foraccompliſhing the 
prophecies, as to the enlargement of his king- 


dom. In this and former ages, the religion of 
Jeſus has ſtood its ground againſt all the ſhafts 
bs of 
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of ridicule, as well as of ſophiſtical reaſoning. 
The more the evidences and doctrines of reve- 
lation have been examined, the more clear has 
the proof of their divine original and excellence 
appeared. We may argue, not only from Scrip- 
ture predictions, but from the paſt triumphs of 
the goſpel over every kind of oppoſition, that it 
mall at laſt prevail over the whole earth, and 
that Chriſt will draw all men unto him. 
2. It is not only by the preaching and pro- 
feſſion of the-Chriſtian faith in different coun- 
tries, that the promiſe in my text is fulfilled, 
but by the pouring out the inffuenees of the 
Holy Spirit for the falvation of multitudes in 
every nation and age of the world. Ever ſince 
the fall of our firſt parents, our natures have 
been corrupted; we have been averſe to that 
Which is good, and prone to evil. Both expe- 
rience and ſeripture teſtify, that a ſupernatural 
power is neceſſary for giving a ſpiritual bent to 
our minds, or transforming them into a reſem- 
blance of the image of God, which conſtitutes 
the perfection and happineſs of man- For this 
purpoſe the aids of the Divine Spirit were pro- 
miſed as a moſt eſſential bleſſing of that diſpen- 
ö ſation 
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ſation of truth and of grace, which was to come 
by Jeſus Chriſt, They were communicated in 
ſome degree to the Old Teſtament Church, and 
were the frequent ſubjects of their prayers and 
thankſgivings. Indeed they were neceſſary at 
all times for the reſtoration of our apoſtate na- 
ture, or our attainment of true holineſs. But 
theſe divine communications were to be more 
plentifully beſtowed under the goſpel. When 
the Deliverer came out of Zion, be was to 
turn away. ungodlineſs from Jacob. He was to 
fit as a refiner and purifier of ſilver. Behold 
the days come; (ſaith the Lord), that I will 
make a new covenant with the houſe of. Iſrael 
and with the houſe of Judah. I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they ſhall 
be my people. Then will I ſprinkle clean wa- 
ter upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; from all 
your filthineſs and from all your idols will I 
cleanſe you. A new heart alſo will I give you, 
and a new ſpirit will I put within you. I will 
take the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and: will 
give you a heart of fleſh. I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſta- 
tutes; and ye ſhall keep my judgments, and 
| de 
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do them.“ Theſe and ſimilar precious promi- 
ſes were to be accompliſhed under the Meſſiah's 
reign, which was to be at the fame time the mi- 
niſtration of righteouſneſs and of the Spirit. 
John the Baptiſt, when pointing out the digni- 
ty of Chriſt, ſaid, I baptiſe you with water un- 
to repentance; but he ſhall baptiſe you with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with fire.“ It was one 
great purpoſe of the mediation of Chriſt, that 
he might deſtroy the works of the devil, redeem 
men from the power of their iniquities, and pu- 
rify to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. Not only were his doctrines and exam- 
ple admirably calculated for promoting holineſs, 
but his blood was ſhed that we might be reſto- 
red to ſpiritual life. It is through his obedience 
wito death, that the influences of the Holy Spi- 
rit have been obtained for the renovation of our 
nature. Chriſt loved the church, and gave 
himſelf for it, that he might ſanctify and cleanſe 
it with the waſhing of water by the word, 
that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious 
church, not having ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch 
thing; but that it ſhould be holy and without 
blemiſn.“ It has pleaſed the Father that in his 
Son all fulneſs ſhould dwell; and out of his 
fulneſs 
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fulneſs his people receive, and grace for grace. 
In our Lord's conſolatory diſcourſe with his diſ- 
ciples' before his death, he aſſured them that he 
would ſend the Holy Spirit or Comforter to 
ſupply the want of his perſonal preſence, and 
pointed out the offices, which he would perform 
for their ſanctification and comfort. The diſ- 
penſing of theſe ſacred influences is repreſent- 
ed as a moſt important part of Chriſt's power in 
his exalted ſtate. The triumphant hoſts above, 
when celebrating the aſcenſion of the victorious 
Captain of ſalvation, ſing, Thou haſt aſcend- 
ed on high, thou haſt led captivity captive, thou 
haſt received gifts for men, yea for the rebel- 
lious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell among 
them.” Him hath God exalted (ſaid St Peter) 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 
to Itrael, and the remiſſion of fin.” It is by the 
power of his Spirit, that Chriſt effectually draws 
men to himſelf; that he reſcues them from the 
dominion of Satan and of their luſts, and vindi- 
cates them into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God. He pours out upon them a ſpi- 
rit of grace and ſupplication, that they may look 
upon him whom they have pierced and mourn, 
as one that mourneth for an only ſon, or is in 

8 bitterneſs 
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bitterneſs for his firſt-born. By his Spirit a 
thorough change is wrought on their diſpoſitions 
and purſuits, They are no longer conformed 
to the world in its evil maxims and manners; 
but are transformed by the renewing of their 
minds, to prove what is the good and accept- 
able and perfect will of God. When drawn 
with the cords of love, they put off the old man 
with his deeds, and put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs. Thoſe who were once drunkards, or 
fornicators, or thieves, or who were immerſed 
in other vices, become new creatures, thorough- 
ly changed in their diſpoſitions and habits. 
They are © waſhed, and juſtified, and ſanctiſied 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spi- 
rit of our God.” How glorious are theſe tri- 
umphs of the croſs and grace of aur Redeemer. 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me.” I ſhall ſubdue the 
hearts of many of the moſt obſtinate ſinners, 
and make them willing in the day of my power. 
I will go forth in the chariot of my goſpel, con- 
quering and to conquer. I will ſpoil the prin- 
cipalities and powers of darkneſs of their boaſted 
trophies. I will make a ſhew of them openly, 
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trlumphing over them in my croſs. - Mine ar. 
rows ſhall be ſharp in the hearts of mine ene. 
mies, whereby they ſhall fall under me. Mul- 
titudes both of Jews and of Gentiles ſhall ſubmit 
to my ſceptre, and be brought to the faith and 
obedience of the goſpel. Many who are deſ- 
piſers of my croſs, and who trample upon my 
laws, ſhall take: my yoke upon them, and glory 
in my.croſs, by which the world is crucified ta 
them, and they unto the world. ag. 
This prediction of Chriſt has accordingly been 
accompliſhed. Soon after his aſcenſion he 
poured: down the Spirit in abundant meafure, 
agreeably to his promiſe I forbear to fpeak at 
preſent of thoſe extraordinary gifts of the Spi- 
rit, which were calculated for the proof and 
eftabliſhmgnt of Chriſtianity. But theſe inftuen- 


ces were alſo beſtowed, which are neceſſary for 


the converſion and ſalvation pf mankind. At 
one ſermon of the Apoſtle Peter, no leſs than 
three thouſand were converted; and ſome of 
them were perſons, who had crucified the Lord 
of glory. By the labours of the other apoſtles 
alſo, very many were drawn unto Chriſt as their 
Saviour and Lord. St Paul's miniſtry appears 
to have been attended with the greateſt ſucceſs. 

5 As 


[ 23 ] 
As he was himfelf a monument of omnipotent 
grace, ſo he was the honoured inſtrument, in the 
hands of his great Maſter, of turning many from 


darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 


unto God. In latter ages there have been va- 
rious outpourings of the Spirit, by which the 
goſpel of Chriſt has appeared to be the power 
of God unto ſalvation. Though its ſucceſs has 
been much greater at ſome times and in ſome 
places than in others, yet in no country or pe- 
riod has the goſpel been preached without 
pleaſing proofs. of the fulfilment of our Lord's 
promiſe, When I am lifted up Iwill draw 
all men; men all deſcriptions, unto me.“ In 
our own age und country, as well as in others, 
have there been many * epiſtles of Chriſt known 

and read of all men; written not with pen and 
ink, but by the Spirit of the living God, not in 
tables of ſtone, but in the fleſhly tables of the 
heart.” A thorough change has been effected 


in many of the hearers of the goſpel. The word 


of God, when preached with ſimplicity and 


faithfulneſs, has come to their hearts with de- 


monſtration of the Spirit and with power: They 
have immediately forſaken thoſe vicious habits 
to which-they were formerly enflayed, and ap- 
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phed with diligence to the duties which they 
had long neglected and violated. Thoſe who 
have blaſphemed the name of God; and deſ- 
piſed his ordinances, have felt afterwards a deep 
revetence of God, and a high delight in the in- 


flitutions of religion. The dratikard has become 
habitually ſober ; the lewd, chaſte ; the fraudu- 
tent, upright in his tranſactions, and ready to 
reftore unjuſt gain. The proud have become 
humble and condeſcending; the iraſcible, meek 
and ready to forgive injuries; the ambitious and 
the covetous have become moderate in their af- 
feQioris to the things of this world, and eager 
to employ their influence and ſubſtance for the 
purpoſes of beneficence. The change on the 
conduct of the regenerated in every relation of 
life is clearly diſcernible. Thoſe who once 
groſsly neglected or violated the duties of huſ- 
band and wife, parent and child, maſter and 
ſervant, magiſtrate afid ſubject, and other ſocial 
obligations, now perform theſe duties with the 
molt conſcientious and ſteady attention. They 
are careful in every thing to adorn the doctrine 
ef their God and Saviour, and to make their 
Ughit (6 ſhine before men, that they ſeeing their 
good works may glorify eur heayenly Father, 
| They 
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*They are now ſpiritually minded, and crucify 
the- fleſh with all its luſts. - Though their af- 
fections are chiefly ſet upon the things that are 
above, they apply with diligence to the duties 
of their particular occupations, and uniformly 
exhibit the character of induſtrious, upright, 
peaceable and uſeful citizens. Idleneſs, prodi- 
gality and ſedition, they view as inconſiſtent 
with the ohligations of the goſpel : and when- 
ever they have felt the power of Divine 
truth, they have immediately renounced theſe 
and other vicious habits. I do not ſay that this 
is the caſe with merely nominal Chriſtians. Ma- 
ny of them are as bad as Heathens. They have 
never been impreſſed with the truths, nor im- 
bibed the ſpirit of the. goſpel. That reſpe to 
the Chriſtian faith, which flows only from edu- 
cation and conformity to the laws and uſages 
of our country, can have no efficacy in chang- 
ing the heart, and has not a powerful and ſteady 
influence in reforming or regulating the con- 
duct. But I ſpeak of thoſe who are deeply per- 
fuaded of the truth and excellence of the goſ- 
pel, and whoſe hopes are derived from the me- 
diation of Chriſt. In proportion to the ſtrength 
of their faith in the doctrines of the goſpel, will 
| | D they 
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they abound in every good work. Such have 
been its effects on real converts in every age. 
The firſt Chriſtians continued ſtedfaſtly in the 
apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers, They fold their poſ- 
ſeſſions and goods, and parted them to all men, 
as every man had need. Their Heathen neigh- 
bours remarked to their honour, © Behold how 
theſe Chriſtians love one another.” In every 
ſubſequent age, the goſpel, when, believed, has 
had the ſame benign influence on human cha- 
racter. It has been the ſpirit of love, of power 
and of a ſound mind. It has inſpired. men with 
' a wiſdom that is pure and peaceable, and gen- 
tle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
of good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocriſy, Savages have been civilized, and 
men of diſſolute manners have been thoroughly 
changed and reformed by its influenee. It is 
pleaſing to trace its ſalutary effects on the North 
American Indians, who were converted under the 
miniſtry of the apoſtolical Elliot, the laborious 
Mayhew, and the excellent David Brainerd. Pi- 
ety, chaſtity, temperance, and the other moral vir- 
tues, were beautifully diſplayed in the characters 
of thoſe, who had been infamous for the oppoſite 


vices. 


L 27 ] 
vices. Such alſo have been the happy effects 
that have reſulted from the patient and perſe- 
vering exertions of the Moravian miſſionaries in 
preaching Chriſt, and him crucified, among va- 


rious tribes of favages. Their converts have 


readily relinquiſhed their former vices, and yield- 
ed an unreſeryed obedience to the laws of the 
goſpel. They have become not only more 


pious and enlightened men, but more uſeful 


members of ſociety than they were before. Suf. 
fer me to metttion to this purpoſe the teſtimony 
of Pontoppidan, a reſpectable Biſhop and Chan- 
tellor at Copenhagen, as to the fucceſs of the 
jabours of the Moravians among the negroes in 
the Daniſh Welt India iflands-. F have got 
acquaitited (ſays he) with ſeveral ſenſible and 
ferious gentlemen, ho are returned from their 
plantations in the Weſt Indies, and are other- 
wiſe in no danger of being ſuſpected of Mora- 
vianiſm. Fs affured me to bf ſixprife, that 
greater and more evident is than what is 
ſeen in other congregations that are provided 
with regularly appointed miniſters. For among 
the Negro ſlaves even of the moſt wild and bar- 
barous nations, who in their own country feem- 
3 ed 
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ed to have loſt all humanity, one may meet with 
very many inſtances of an abiding converſion 
to Chriſt ; ſo that if the old rule ſtill ſtands good, 
Ve ſhall know them (viz, prophets) by their 
fruits,” then one muſt give honour to God and 
own the truth, that in many a Lutheran con- 
gregation there is very often not ſuch a number 
of bleſſed fruits as among the ſlaves in theſe Da- 
niſh colonies. One proof of this is, that many a 
planter, who, by his own way of living, plainly 
ſhews, that he and his houſe do not ſerve God, 
and conſequently do not favour the Hernhutters 
from motives of piety, yet are greatly taken 


with them on another account, namely, for the 


ſake of their own economical advantage, as La- 
ban loved jacob, becauſe he was a proſperous 
and uſeful ſervant. One gentleman ſtrives with 
the other, to get the brethren to their planta- 
tions, becauſe they make their ſlaves Chriſtians, 
And that this i 1s effected i in truth, appears from 
thence, that they from that day forward are no 


more guilty « of lying and ſtealing, but prove the 


beſt workers and moſt profitable ſervants to their 
maſters. 5 I am glad of this opportunity to give 
an impartial teſtimony to what 1s true ; and this 
I do ſo much the more boldly, as I can appeal 

for 
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far the truth hereof to the unanimous aſſent of 
many men of integrity who now live here; and 
J am ready to tell any one, who ſtill retains any 
doubt about it, who they are. To God alone 
be glory.” This ample: teſtimony to the ſuc- 
ceſsful labours of the Moravians, I have had the 
pleaſure of hearing fully confirmed by ſeveral 
countrymen of our own, of undoubted veracity, 
who have lived long in the Weſt Indies, For 
ſome time paſt the Methodiſts. have alſo ſent 
miſſionaries to theſe iſlands, for the converſion, 
of the Heathens ; and I have reaſon to think 

that their miniſtrations have been attended with 
much ſucceſs *, Do not theſe, and many other 


Initanoes, 


* As to the Moravian, ſee Pontoppidan's Preface to Lewis 
Ferdinand Ramer's Account of the Coaſt of Guinea, 1 760, and 
the Preface to Crantz 8 Hiſtory of Greenland. The reader 
will find much i important information as to the ſucceſs of the 
Moravian miſſions 1 in Crantz's Hiſtory now mentioned, and in 
La Trobe's Hiſtory of their miſſions among the Indians in 
North America, and in their periodical accounts of their miſ- 
ſions in various places. Since 'writing this ſermon, the au- 
thor has met with a ſtrong teſtimony as to the uſeful labours 
of the Moravians i in Mr Bryan Edwards“ late luminous and 
elegant Hiſtory of the Britiſh Colonies in the Weſt Indies, 
which he ſhall inſert in this note ; as Mr Edwards has had 

the 
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inſtances, clearly ſhew that it is the purpofe of 
God to give unto the Gentiles repentance unto 
life, and that we have reaſon to expect the in- 
fluences of the Nivine Spirit to proſper faithful 
labours amongſt them now, as well as in former 
times. Ought we not to be ſimulated by theſe 
examples, to 8 co chem the unſearchable 

* 


the beſt acceſs ro know the facts he relates, and cannot be 
ſuſpected of fanaticiſm or creduiity. It is much to the ho- 
nour of Antigua, that its inhabitants have encouraged, in a par- 
ticular manner, the laudable endeavours of certain pious men 
who have undertaken, from the pureſt and beſt motives, to en. 
lizhten the minds of the Negroes, and lead them into the 
knowledge af religious truth. In the report of the Lords of 
the Committee of Council on the ſlave trade, is an account of 
the labours of the ſociety known by the name of the Unitas 
Fratrum, (commonly called Moravians) in this truly glorious 
purſuit, from which it appears, that their conduct in this bu- 
ſineſs diſplays ſuch ſound judgment, breathes ſuch a ſpirit of 
genuine Chriſtianity, and has been attended with fuch emi- 
nent ſucceſs, as to entitle its brethren and miſſionaries to the 


moſt favourable reception from every man whom the accidents 


of fortune haye inveſted with power oyer the poor Africans, 
and who believes, (as I hope every planter believes), that 
they are his fcllow-creatures, and of equal importance with 
himſelf in the eyes of an all-ſceing and impartial Governor of | 
the univerſe. With an abridgment of that account, I ſhall 


cloſe the ſubjeQ of my preſent diſcuſſion, 
The 
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riches of Chriſt, which a gracious providence 


has beſtowed upon our own land. The know- 
ledge of the Scriptures is the moſt precious gift we 
can communicate to Pagan nations; for in them 
are the words of eternal life, and theſe are they 
that teſtify of Jeſus Chriſt. Since the ceſſation of 
the gift of tongues and other miraculous powers, 


the obſtacles to the converſion of the Heathen | 


are indeed very great, from the diverſity of lan- 
guages, and from the difficulty of acquiring ma- 


ny of them, from the unfavourable habits of ſa- 


Vages, and from other cauſes which I will not 
| detain 


The number of converted Negroe ſlaves under the care of 


the Brethren at the end of the year 1787, was, 


In Antigua, exaQly \, +. 5,465 
In St Kitts, a new miſſnn .. 80 
In Barbadoes and Jamaica, about 5 100 
In St Thomas, St Croix and St Fl about 10, ooo 
In Surinam, about — 51 1 400 
Still living in the Weſt Indies and Surinam, 16,045 


As nearly as can be aſcertained from the lateſt accounts. 1 


Edwards" Hift. Weſt Indies, p. 448, 449, 
(Cato edit.) Aetount of wed FP 


F OY to the miſſions by the Methodiſts, ſee Periodical — 
nals of Miſſions, by the Rev. Thomas Coke, LL. D. and 
the Life of Mr Johu Weſley by his different biographers, Dr 
Coke, Dr Whitehead, Oer. 
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detain you with ſtating. But theſe obſtacles 
have been already ſurmounted in various inſtan- 
ces by pious and holy men, who have applied 
themſelves with zeal and diligence to miſſion- 
ary undertakings. They may therefore be van- 
quiſhed by others; and had as much induſtry 
been exerted by Chriſtian nations for this pur- 
poſe, as they have employed for extending their 
territories, enlarging their commerce, and ob- 
taining the periſhing enjoyments of this life, 
much greater progreſs would have been made 
long ere now in ſpreading the gofpel through 
the world. But to thoſe who believe the goſ- 
pel to be the power of God unto ſalvation, how 
trifling does every ſecular object of purſuit ap- 
pear, when compared with the enlargement of 
the Redeemer's kingdom! We are aſſured that 
our religion is to be univerſal in its extent. Our 
Lord has ſtrictly enjoined that it ſhould be 
preached to all nations, and has promiſed to af- 
ſiſt and bleſs the labours of his faithful ſervants 
in that work in every age. Lo, I am with 
you always even unto the end of the world.” 
In uſing vigorous meaſures for the propagation 
of the Chriſtian faith, we act agreeably to his 
injunction, and have the beſt reaſon to expect 

his 
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his countenance and approbation. Let us not 
be intimidated by difficulties. The great Head 
of the church is omnipotent, and will make his 
goſpel to triumph over all oppofition. © Perhaps 
it has never been preached with faithfulnefs, 
without being accompanied with the energy of 
his Spirit, and proving the favour of Hife unto 


life to fome ſouls; and to fa ve even a ſingle in- 


dividual from everlaſting. miſery is a more im- 
portartt attamment, than all earthly poſſeſſions; 
for “ what ſhall it profit a man, if he ſhould 
gxirr the whole world, and loſe his own ſout ?” 
By the prophecies of Scripture, we are clearly 
led to expect a very large eſfuſion of the Spirit 


in the latter times, (a period which the beſt 


commentators think te be little more than two 
centuries' from the preſent ra), when there 
fhall be # general converfion both of Jews and 
Gentiles to the faith of the gofpel: The pre- 
parations for it ſeem to be now begun; and 
furely there cannot be a more honourable and 
important taſk than to cooperate in the fulfil- 
ment of theſe grand plans of en for the 
enn, * the n race. 
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3. The words of Chriſt under our conſidera- 
tion imply, that he was to advance very many 
to a ſtate of high dignity and happineſs. And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto me.” I will bring them into an in- 
timate connection with me, and to the partici- 
pation of thoſe rich bleſſings, which I come to 
procure for a loſt world. The happineſs, which 
was to be the conſequence of his being lifted up, 
is repreſented by our Lord himfelf, in John iii. 
14, 15. As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in 
the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of man be 
lifted up, that whoſoever believeth on him 


| ſhould not periſh, but haye everlaſting life.” 


I will not detain you with enlarging much on 
this copious and pleaſing ſubject. There are 
two things, which are moſt conducive to the 
true dignity of man; improvement in know- 
ledge and in virtue. This was to be effected 
in a high degree by the religion of Jeſus. As 
to the knowledge of Divine things, which it is 
of the higheſt importance for us to know, it is 


evident what a vaſt acceſſion of religious know- 


ledge we owe to the goſpel. Jeſus was empha- 

tically called the Light of the world, the Sun 

of righteouſneſs that was to ariſe upon all na- 
tions, 


1 


tions, with healing under his wings, to give light 
to them that ſat in darkneſs, and to guide their 
feet into the paths of peace. It is true that the 
Jews had long enjoyed revelations of the Di- 
vine will, which rendered their ſituation much 
fuperior to that of other nations. But theſe 
were as the dawn of morning, when compared 
with the bright ſunthine of the goſpel. The 
plan of ſal vation through a mediator was exhi- 
bited to them under the veil of types and ſacri- 
fices. A future ſtate of exiſtence was but ob- 
ſcurely revealed. Beſides, theſe revelations were 


confined almoſt to one nation, and the reſt of 


the world derived little benefit from them. As 
to the Gentile nations, they were ſunk in a ſtate 


of the groſſeſt ignorance and ſuperſtition. Their 


notions of God, and the worſhip due to him, were 
moſt depraved. Their apprehenſions as to the 
placability of Deity, were very obſcure and im- 
perfect. They had much recourſe to ſacrifices ; 
which clearly indicated their conſciouſneſs of 
guilt, and deſire to avert the juſt wrath of hea- 
ven. But they had no knowledge of the only 
effeQtual atonement for fin through the obedi- 
ence and ſufferings of the Son of God in our na- 
ture. Indeed human reaſon could never have 

X diſcovered 
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diſcovered. this aſtoniſhing plan. We are in- 
debted for the knowledge of it ſolely to reve+ 
lation. Though the Heathens had ſome idea; 
of the immortality of the ſoul, and of a future 
ſtate of retributions, their notions of theſe in- 
tereſting ſubjects were groſsly exronequs, In- 
deed, even their conceptions as to moral good 
and evil were, in many inſtances, ill-founded, 
This is true, not only as to barbarous nations, 
but even as to the civilized inhabitants of Greece 
and Rome. Neither their philoſophers nor po- 
liticians were able to deviſe a rational, not to 


ay a ſpiritual ſyſtem of religion. When the 


world by wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed God 
by the fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave them 
that believe.” The Son of God has afforded 
the moſt full information concerning all thoſe 
truths and duties, which. are conducive to the 
perfection and happineſs of mankind, The 
method of the ſinner's juſtification or reſtora- 


tion to the Divine favour, is fully diſcloſed by 


him. We are aſſured that God is in Chriſt re- 
conciling the world to himſelf, not imputing to 
men their treſpaſles ; that whoſover cometh un- 
to God through him ſhall in nowiſe be caſt out. 
Life and immortality have been brought to clear 

light 
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light by the goſpel, It lays open the doctrimm 
of the reſurrection of the body, which the light | 
of nature could never have diſcovered. It in- = 
forms us as to-the Divine Perſon, who is to be 
the Supreme Judge of mankind, as to the effen- 
tial qualifications for happineſs, and as to the 
nature and duration of a future ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments, - Qur Lord's inſtructions will 
bear the cloſſeſt examination; their evidence 
and excellence appear more clearly on a ſtrict 
inveſtigation. Indeed the light of the goſpel is 
ſo refulgent, that the meaneſt peaſant who reads 
the New'Teſtament, has juſter nations of re- 
ligion, than the acuteſt e c of anti- 
quity. 

The improvement in virtue, which is effected 
by the goſpel, is not leſs remarkable than in 
knowledge. The Son of God has taught the 
only perfect ſyſtem of morality which was ever 
communicated to the world, and is the only 
Teacher who has recommended his precepts 
by an unſpotted pattern of holineſs. The mo- 
tives and aſſiſtance by which he has urged obe- 
dience to his laws, are the moſt powerful that 
ever were ſuggeſted. I have already ſhewn 
how efficacious the aids of the Spirit are in the 
"1 renovation 
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' renovation” and reformation of mankind. It 
muſt be confeffed indeed, that the influence of 
the goſpel on its profeſſors is not what might 
be expected from its excellence. Yet as to 
many it is productive of the fruits of univerſal 
holineſs; and even as to thoſe who do not feel 
its vital power, it has conſiderable influence in 
reſtraining their paſſions, and promoting the 
practice of many duties that are uſeful in ſoci- 
ety. It was after our Lord was lifted up, that 
theſe beneficial effects of his religion were moſt 
ſtrongly felt and widely diffuſed, 
Further, Chriſt has drawn multitudes of our 
apoſtate race to himſelf, by raifing them to a 
high ſtate of felicity. 'To them that are in 
Ehriſt there is no condemnation ; their iniqui- 
ties, however numerous and aggravated, are 
freely pardoned, and their perſons accepted 
through God's beloved Son. Being juſtified by 
faith, they have peace with God through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom they have received 
the atonement. God is now their reconciled 
Father, and they are aſſured, that whatſoever 
they ſhall aſk the Father, in the name of Jeſus, 
ſhall be given to them. © Behold what man- 
ner of love the Father has "beſtowed upon them, 
that 
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that they ſhould be called the ſons of God.“ 
Jeſus is not aſhamed to call them his brethren, 
They are led by the Spirit of God; his. power- 
ful agency is employed in carrying on, their 
ſanctification, and preparing them for the abodes 
of bliſs. All the events that befal them, are 
directed by a wiſe providence for promoting 
their ſpiritual improvement and everlaſting wel- 
fare. No language can deſcribe, or heart, con- 
ceive, the honour and felicity which are reſer- 
ved for them in a future ſtate. They are heirs 
of a kingdom that ſhall not be moved. They 
ſhall fit down with Chriſt upon his throne. They 
ſhall enter into the joy of their Lord, and be 
exalted to a ſtate of conſummate and neyer- 
ending happineſs. © And I, if I be lifted up, 
will draw all men unto me. In my Father's 
houſe are many manſions, . I go to prepare a 
place for you; and if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you te 
myſelf, that where I am, ye may be alſo.” 


4. Laſtly, There is reaſon to think, that if Chriſt 
had not been lifted up on the croſs, mankind 
would have been irretrievably miſerable, -. His 
humiliation is repreſented as the foundation of 

| Our 
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our exaltation, © From the ſpirit of our Lord's 
aſſertion in this paſſage, as well as from many 


other declarations in Scripture, we may con- 


clude, that if he had not. been liſted upoſi the 
croſs, we could not have been raiſed to glory. 
It was when there was no eye to pity, nor hand 
to help us, that God laid our help upon one 
that was miglity to ſave. | Jeſus is the way, 


the Father, but by him. There is no name 
given under heaven, by which men can be ſa. 
ved, but the name of Jeſus. It is through him 
alone, that we can preach repentunce and the 
korgiveneſs of ſin. It is the blood of Chriſt 
that eleanſeth from all ſin. No leſſer atone« 
ment was adequate to the demerit of ſin, and 
the fapport-of the honour of the Divine govern- 
ment. It is alfa the Spirit of Chriſt alone, he 
can reſtore the Divine image upon our fouls; 
As ſinners, we were liable to everlaſting miſery; 
and from this miſery nothing leſs than the all- 
powerful arm of JEHOVARH could deliver us. 
„Eternal life is the free gift of God through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” As fin hath reigned 
unt o . ſo * rsd pe through righ.- 
n 51 1 N 8/4 teouſnefs 
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teouſneſs unto eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt our 
ei ing Low ee Sine t i inet 


1 mall now conclude this alben. vin a 
ſhort improvement. 
It appears from what has been | ſaid; that the 
warmeſt gratitude is due to our Divine Redeem- 
er. The dignity of his perſon; the ſeverity of 


7 


his ſufferings; and the ineſtimable benefits which 


reſult from them to the human race, entitle him 


to the fupreme affection of our ſouls. Never 


was there a diſplay of ſo generous love, or of be- 
neficence- ſo great and ſo extenſive in its influ- 
ence as his. How aſtoniſhing is it that the Son 
of God ſhould: condeſcend to be lifted upon a 


croſs, and to endure the ſharpeſt agony of ſoul 


memo Witwer iserlohn 
tion ſhould we extol the praiſes of our great De- 


liverer, and ſing, Unto him that hath loved 
us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood; 
and hath made us kings and prieſts unto God 


and his Father, to him be honour and dominion 
for ever and ever.“ Should we not feel the 
greateſt zeal for advancing the intereſts of 
Chriſt's kingdom, and bringing men to the 
. love and obedience of the goſpel? 

F Animated 
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Animated hy gratitude to Chriſt, and an aſſec- 
tionate love to thoſe for whom he ſhed his prg- 
cious blood, ſhould we not embrace with cheer- 
fulneſs every proper opportunity of ſpreading 
the ſweet favour of Chriſt's name in every place? 
Though out on country claims our firſt regard, 
the exertions of Chriſtians ſhould: not he e con- 
fined to it. But conformably ta the injungtions 
and the dene yolent ſpirit of our Divine Maſter, 
we ſhould VIEW ourſelves: as Citizens of the world; 3 
our breaſts ſhould be warmed with ſentiments 
of benevolence to our ſellow-creatures of every 
colour and in every climatę. They ſhould. be 
touched with the moſt tender pity towards thoſe 
millions of them, who, reſide i in the dark places 
of the earth, that are yet the habjtations of ig⸗ 
norance and of cruelty. We ſhould plead gar- 
neſtly with God for the converſion of the Hea- 
then, and urge his own promiſe | of giving, them 
to his Son for an inheritance, and the uttermoſt 
parts ol che earth for a poſſeſſion. | But this i is 
not enough. « The liberal mind deviſeth libe- 
ral things.“ There muſt be an ardour to form 
the meſt proper meaſures for diffuſing the goſ- 
pel among infidel nations, and vigorous exer- 
tions muſt be made, with a bumble dependance 
on 


„„ 
on the bleffing of God in the proſecution. of 


them. There muſt be firmneſs of mind to en- 
coutiter difficulties, and a ſteady perſeverance, 
notwithſtanding temporary failures. Wiſdom 
muſt be exerted in the choice of the moſt ſuit« 
able places for miſſions, and in the arrangement 
of meaſures for promoting their ſucceſs. Men 
of approved piety, prudence, knowledge and zeal 
for the Chriſtian faith, muſt be employed in 
theſe undertakings ; and every endeavour muſt 
be uſed to facilitate their acceptance/in the dit. 
ferent ſpheres of their labours, and to increaſe 
their edmfort and uſefulneſs. It is of the high- 
— importance to obtain Faithful rranſlations of 
the Scriptures into the languages of thoſe coun- 
tries into which miſſionaries arè ſent, that the 
inkabitants may build their faith, not on the 
word of men, but en the word of God, Which 
1 effectually worketh' in them that believe: It 
is Evident, that for the accompliſhment'of theſe 
meaſures, vety conſiderable funds are neceſſary, 
and that without them they cannot be carried 
| as? with! any proſpe& of ſueceſs. With a view 
of obtaining the requiſite means for ſupporting 
miſſions, and applying them with ſkill und fide- 
ity for the end propoſe Miſſionary Societies 


have 
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have. been erected, and haye met with very de- 
cided marks of the public approbation. Many 
pious and generous individuals have aided; them 
liberally. with money, and very many Chrifuan 
congregations have made large collections for 
defraying the expence of theſe important. de- 
ſigns. I need not inform you of the noble ex- 
ertions which have been made, in conſequence 
of theſe, aids, by the, Miſſionary Society of Lon- 
don, the Baptiſts, and others. All of you moſt 
probably know, and I truſt rejoice in the news, 
that a pretty numerous body of miſſionaries have 
been ſent to the South Sea Iſlands g that the 
Scriptures are now tranſlating into che Bengaleſe 
language; that a few diligent miſſionaries are 
employed in the Eaſt Indies; that a {till great- 
er number are ſoliciting permiſſion to go there, 
and on their own charges to perform the labo- 
rious functions of . miſſionaries ;, and that plans 
of miſſions to the Foulah country in Africa, | 
and other places, have been lately reſolved on, 
and are intended to be carried ſoon into execu- 
tion. The Society, at whoſe deſire I now preach, 
L truſt, are not wanting in zal for eyangelizing 
the Heathens, and are determined to employ 
their beſt endeavours to promote this important 

„ deſign. 
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deſign. Six perſons, with ample credentials of 
their good character, have offered themſelyes to 
the Directors of this Society, and have been exa- 
mined and approved as miſſionary catechiſts or 
teachers of the principles of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion. Two of them have been for ſome time in a 
train of education, at the expence of the Society, 
to improve their qualifications for uſefulneſs ; 
and it is intended that they ſhould accompany 
the miſſionaries from London to Africa in Octo- 
ber next. The others are willing to go to the pla- 
ces to which they ſhall be appointed, as ſoon 
as their different circumſtances admit. But of 
theſe, and other tranſactions, the Public will be 
informed by a narrative drawn up by authority 
of the Society itſelf. We truſt that our pro- 
ceedings will meet your approbation, and will 
encourage you and others to contribute liberally, 
according to your ability, to the important ob- 
jects of this inſtitution. 

1 entreat the rich to conſecrate a large por- 
tion of their wealth for communicating the in- 
valuable treaſures of the goſpel to Heathen na- 
tions. You can employ none of your ſubſtance 
ſo rationally and uſefully, as in promoting the 
ſalvation of your fellow-creatures. If your do- 

nations 
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nations are given from ſuitable motives, you 
will lay up for yourfelves a good foundation 
againſt the time to come, that you may lay hold 
on eternal life.“ 

I beſeech thoſe in the middle ranks of ſociety, 
to retrench ſome of the ſuperfluities and com- 
forts. of life, in order to enlarge the ſphere of 
their uſefulneſs, and to aid by their bounty the 
diffuſion of the glad tidings of ſalvation through 
Jeſus Chriſt to ſome of the various tribes of Hea- 
thens. Even the ſmall oblation of the poor 
Chriſtian widow, and of others who live under 
the power of the goſpel in the lower ranks of 
fociety, ſhall be acceptable to the Father of 
each ef us, in eur different ſpheres, unite-with 
vigour in advancing the Mediator's kingdbrm, 
and rejoice in the proſpect of the full necom- 
pliſhment of his own promiſe, And I, if T be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men un- | 
to me.” 
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Fu object of this Society is. already well koi 
Since ĩts comtnencement; on the agth of February 2596, 
a progreſſive increaſe of members and of funds, tends 
to confirm their hopes, that their aſſociation is approved 
by Him, whoſe glory, in the ſalvation of fellaw-ſinners 
throughout the world, it is their deſire to promote, Fhe 
reliſn for the prayer- meetings appointed by the Society, 
expreſſed by the numerous attendance of the Lord's Peo- 
ple, fortifies their belief, that the time is not far at, 
when, agreeably to his own aſſurance, and in anſwer to 
the prayers of the faithful, the knowledge of the Lord 

ſhall cover the earth as the waters do the fea.” 
As ſoon as the Society had a reaſonable profpe& of 
being able to ſupport the expence of a miſſion, though 
| even 
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even upon 2 narrow ſcale, they began, and have fince 
continued to invite perſons to engage in this good work, 
Various offers have accordingly been made to 0 them; 
and it is with much pleaſure they can inform thoſe who 
feel intereſted in the objedts of their inſtitution, that the 
proſpects of the Society in this reſpe&, eſpecially of 


late, ſeem to open beyouf expectation. Na fewer. than 
fix perſons have, within theſe few weeks, offered their 
ſervices. Five of them have already been examined by 
the Directors, and have given very great ſatisfnd ion in 
regard to the putity of their motzyes, their knowledge 
of the principles of Christianity, and their zeal for its 
intereſts, The Society have, . for a conſiderable time 
paſt, had under their charge Meſſrs Henry Brunton, and 
Peter Greig ;; the former af whom bas had the advan- 
tage of a liberal edugation, and both of them have ap- 
proved themſelves devoted to the ſervice of their Ma- 
ter, and apt to teach the great truths of the goſpel. Since 
their offers of ſervice, were accepted, they have, at the 
expence of the Society, been employed in preparing for 
their intended work, It is. at preſent in contemplation, 
that, theſe two ſhould form part of a miſſing to he ſent 
aut to the Foulah country in Africa by the London So- 
ciety in the month of October next; and the Society 
hope that their, places as candidates will ſoon be ogcu- 
pied by others, who will alſo in their turn follow them 
av the glorious attempt of diffuſing the knowledge and 
falvation of the Redeemer amongſt the heathen, . . + 


— 
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In the choice of miſſionaries, it is the wiſh of che So- 
oiety to employ none but thoſe whs are. of the truth,” 
and who ſeem fitted for that important'part of Chriſtian 


ſervice; Much caution is therefore neceſſary.” They at 
ways expect that a cindidate be recommended, from per- 


ſonal knowledge, by a member of the Society, or ſome 
well known Chriſtian. The moral character of candi- 
dates is an object of enquiry equally effertial with that 
of their knowledge and apparent godlineſs. To be thus 
particular, the Society hold themſelves bound, both for 
the intereſt of the cafe Itſelf, and the diſcharge of the 
truſt repofed in them by the fupporters' of the Inſtitu- 
tion! At ſame time, as the neceſſary enquiries are made 
with the moſt ſcrupulous delicacy, none who; from pro- 
per motives, deſire t& give chemſelves to the ſervice of 
the Lord in "this work,” need be under the * lighteſt 
 appretienſioit in coming forward.” To ſuch 'perſons; 
could they be previouſly known, the Society would be 
keppy 1 rem their moſt earn and 8 n 
It would have bed bigwiy — to che "Om to 
have had miſſionaries Before this time entered upon ac- 
tusl ſervice. But till lately the Rite of their funds, 
and their ſituation as to miſſionar ĩes, could not . of 
their undertaking or co-operating in wy i "Now; 
however, that theſe hindrances are removed, they truft; 
that two will Tom be ſent out with tlie glad tidings of 


al The pecuniaty ſupport requiſite they doubt 
G not 
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not will be afforded by thoſe who at home have found 
© the pearl of great price.” 

| The Society have at preſent under conſideration two 
very important memorials, one on the expediency of a 
miſſion to Jamaica, and the other. on the means proper 
to be uſed for procuring miſſionaries. Although they 
have not yet come to any final determination as to either, 
it is probable that an addreſs or memorial with regard 
to each will ſoon be ſubmitted to the attention of the 
public. 

The Society defire to follow out the object of their 
Inſtitution with Chriſtian animation and zeal. In ad- 
dition to the public means uſed with the view of pre- 
ſerving the ſubject alive upon their own minds and 
thoſe of others, as well as imploring the bleſſing of God, 
the Directors have adopted it as a ſtanding rule, to con- 
vene once in the month; and, when they have no im- 
mediate buſineſs before uy to occupy the time with 
converſation and prayer in reference to the object of the 
Society. 

As to correſpondence, beſides that held with indi- 
viduals, the Society maintain frequent epiſtolary inter- 
courſe with other Societies eſtabliſhed in unity of faith 
and object with themſelves ; ſuch as thoſe of Glaſs gow, 
Ayr, +2 rin Perth, and London ; with the latter of 
which they have entered into a fixed plan of Cco-opera- 
tion, whenever it may be thought beneficial to the ge- 
neral canſe; and it is in conſequence of this, that Meſſrs 

Brunton 


1 
Brunton and Greig are deſigned as part of the miſſion 
intended for Africa in October next. 

The quarterly ſermons have lately been diſcontinued, 
and anniverſary ones ſubſtituted in place of them. The 
Society have adopted this alteration from motives of de- 
licacy, conſidering that many other ſermons for the be- 
nefit of public inſtitutions, are preached in Edinburgh in 
the courſe of the year. : 0 

The funds of the Society have hitherto advanced be- 
yond the moſt ſanguine expectation. It is only about 
ſixteen months fince the Society was eſtabliſhed ; and, 
conſidering the uncommon preſſure in the country from 
the ſcarcity of money, the increaſed demands of late years 
upon the bounty of the compaſſionate, and the addition- 
al religious Societies lately formed, it will no doubt at 
once pleaſe and ſurpriſe the reader o be informed, that 
the funds of the Society including 531. 13s. 6d. of i in- 
tereſt, amount at preſent to 35881. 28. 94d. Of this 
ſum there has been only expended 270l. 118. 1d. of 
which 100l. has been at two different times unanimouſ- 
ly voted, in ſeparate ſums of gol. to the Moravians ; ; 
a denomination of Chriſtians now well known by their 
diſtinguiſhed perſeverance and ſucceſs in propagating 
the goſpel in various parts of the world, and who have 
of late years ſuffered exceedingly, owing to the fitua- 
tion of ſome of their ſettlements 1 in Germany and Hol- 
land, which have been for a conſiderable time the i imme- 
diate ſeat of war. gol. have alſo been ſent to the Society 
of particular Baptiſts in England to aſſiſt in defraying the 
expence 
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expence of a tranſlation of the ſcriptures into the Ben- 
galeſe language; and ten guineas, given for the purchaſe 
of books, ſent out to Sierra Leone in Africa, as an aid to 
the miſſions at that place, The remainder has been em- 
ployed in payment of the different articles of expence in- 
curred by the Society, and the balance in hand is 33171. 
Is. 83d. which, with future additions, will, according to 
preſent proſpects, be ad oops by the Socie- 
ty's own undertakings. 


Norx of PuBLic COLLECTIONS to the EpiyBuzon 
MISSIONARY Socixry fince the Sermon at South 
Leith, by Dr Johnſton, on * * 1796. 

1796. uh fy 

Aug. 13. COLLECTION, Dunbar, per Rev. 

Jo. Henderſon, . 


gregation, | | L. 45 1 3 © 
18. Dunſcore, remitted by Mx Kirk- 
patrick to Dr Johnſton, 6 0 © 


23. Contributed Pariſh of Kilmar- 
|  nock, and remitted by Rev. 
James M Kinley, Ma Q- © 
Oct. 17. Montroſe, paid by Mr Ewing, 1 17 6 
29. Callender, per Dee . 
by Mr Ewing, 11 © © 
. Quarterly ſermon, by Mr Ped- 
1 L. 67 14 95 
| e eee 
could not attend, Fr. 
n rhe 69 1 9x 


SH 


1797. | 
Nov. 24. Collection, Pariſh Church of Ur- 


quhart, in the Preſb yeery of 


Dingwall, | 94 © 


Dec. g« From Miſſionary Society, New- 


ton upon Ayr, [3543 7 $0 0-7 


31. Pariſh of Minmuir, * of 


St Brechin, 20 © 


Glammis, Preſbytery of Forfar, 1 0 
1797 | 
ﬆ 0 3. Kirkhill, County of Inverneſs, 90 © 
Johnſton, Dumfriesſhire, © 18 10 


23. Aﬀociated | Congregation, Dun- 


fermline, 80 


Strathmiglo, Preſbytery of Cu- 


par. Fife. 19 13 


F eb. 1. Kiltarlity, 60 2 
| a. Quarterly ſermon. by Mr Ew. 81 
ing. I. 78 2 42 
Bad _ HIER bend 6 
0 1 78 - © 
3. Aſſociated Congregation Lime- 


kilns, Fife, BY. 20120014 g01 a3 


Si 4. Fellowſhip nge, Pariſh of 
Caniſby, Preſbytery of Lang- 


hole, b i Ig: 8 
Loggie and Pert Pariſhes, 15 15 


11. Lethnat, Preſpytery of Brechin, 10 15 


Aſſociated Congregation, Loch- 
gellie, Fife, | 40 1 


O 


[8] 


1797 

Feb. 23. Aſſociated Congregation, Leſlie, 
Fife, Mr Morton's, 

11 0! 90. neee e Mr — 
Brown, "1.97 

March 2. Ditto at Orwell, 

April 8. Pariſh of Stracathro, Preſbytery 
of Brechin, J - a 


30 


54 


54 


16 18 


O 


O 
O 


21. Pariſhes of Mey and Dalaroſſie, 105 9 


28. Pariſh of Cramond, 
Relief Congregation, Biggar, 7 nol 
Mr Struthers, 
May 10. Chapel of Eaſe, Duilermlins," 
Yarrow Pariſh, he 
13. Aſſdeiated Congregation, Kenno- 
W | 


26. Pariſhes of Tain, Fearn, Kilmuir 


Eaſter, Nigg, Eddertoun and. 


Roſekeen, Preſbytery of Tain 
and Synod of Roſs, 
Roſemarkie, Kilmuir Weſter and 
Suddy united, Kirkmichael and 
Cullycuddenunited, Cromarty, 


Avoch and Killearnen, Preſby- a 


tery of Channonry in Roſs- 

ſhire and Cromart / 
27. Kirkpatrick pee e of 

Lochmaben, [4 | 
July 13. Lochcarron 


55 


43 


44 
4¹ 


37 


305 


% 


190 


O 


1 
0 


y 


I 


O 


J 


© 


20 10 


12 


* 


LY 1 


1797. 
July 18. Aﬀociated Congregation, Weſt | 
Linton, 5 1 


Total amount, IL. 1857 19 114 
Alves, Preſbytery of Elgin, 40 © © 


L. 1897 19 114 


Nor of the ExrENDITURE fince the com- 
mencement of the Inſtitution. 


In the courſe of the year from the 18th 
March 1796 to the 18th March 1799, 
the expenditure amounted to L. 125 1805 6 
| of: which Fol. was remitted to the 
Rev. Mr Andrew F uller ; 3 43).:to;. 
Mr Latrobe ; Iol. 10s. 6d. for books 
ſent by Mr Pitcairn, to Sierra Leone; 
and the remaining 10l. gs. was for ad- 
vertiſements in the courſe of the year. 
The ſum total of the expenditure ſince the 
18th March laſt, amounts to 144 11 7 


L. L. 270 11 1 


Of which there was 611. 128. * . 
Mr Pitcairn for printing, &c. and 50l. 
remitted to Mr Latrobe. | 

And the funds of the Society, * FR 
ducting the above expenditure, amount, 
on the 18th July 1797, to IL. 3317 11 
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Note of the. PunLic. COLLECTIONS fince the 
foregoing Report was made out. 


July 20. Collection firſt Anniverſary ſermon 

by Dr Hunter, in Lady Glenor- 

chy's Chapel, including 148. 3d. 

given by Treaſurer to make 
even ſum, 60 © „ 
Aug. 21. A Praying Society, Invergordon, iz © © 
23. Pariſh of Moffat, 356 1x, © 
IL. ro 11 0 
SUCH are the more material facts relative to the So- 
ciety which appear neceſſary at preſent to be ſtated. In 
their progreſs they ſhall, from time to time, lay hefore 
the public what may be conſidered as intereſting. And 
they truſt that they,, with fimilar Societies, will have 
much to communicate, conſolatory to the minds of thoſe 
with whom the ſucceſs and extenſion of the © glorious 

goſpel” are objects of juſt importance, 


O Fa 


* 
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Orricre-Brartks. 


 Jawes Harpans, Eſq. Preſident. 
Rev. Dr Jonxvsrox, Vice-Preſident. 
Rev. GxEvIILIE Eo, Secretary. 
Mr Jon Tawsz, Writer, Treaſurer. 
Mr Wn. Drock, Writer, Clerk. 


.DixecToRs, 

| Rev. Dr HuxrER. Mr Join Pitcairn. 
Rev. Mr HALL. Mr WiLIAu PATTISON. 
Rev. Mr PEDDIE. Mr James Scorr. 
Rev. Mr BLAck. Mr JohN CAMPBELL. 
Rev. Mr CorLgunouxn, || Mr WILIA ELXIs. 
Rev. Mr STRUTHERS. Mr WiILIAM MLEAN. 
Rev. Mr BUCHANARN. Mr ALEx. PITCAIRN. 
Rev. Mr BEkNNET. | Mr Grondx Gizs0Nn. 


Rev. Mr CurBERTSON. || Mr Jon AIKMAN. 


Subſcriptions and Donations to this Inflitution 

OLE are received by | 
Meſſrs MarsFizLD, Ramsav, & Co. 
Sir W. Foxsxs, J. Howrtzs, & Co. 


Rev. Mr Ewinc, Roſe-Court, Secretary; and by 
Mr Joux Tawse, Writer, Treaſurer to the Society. 


{ Bankers in Edior. 
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